
TRENDING Indiana lands $3.9B chip fab Qualcomm X Elite Taiwan quake

PC Components > Storage > HDDs

How to Format a Hard Drive Using the
Command Prompt
How-to By Joshua Simenho� last updated July 12, 2023

   Comments (21)

Formatting one of the best hard drives or SSDs is the same as buying a new

hard drive since the process erases all the data in one fell swoop. When

you format your hard drive, you can clean internal as well as external

storage media.

In this tutorial, we explain how you can format a hard drive using the

command prompt. Before proceeding further, make sure you backup all

available data to prevent data loss. Follow the steps below to format a

drive:

STEP 1:    Open Command Prompt As
Administrator

Opening the command prompt.

Search for command prompt, right click and run as Administrator.

When you purchase through links on our site, we may earn an affiliate commission. Here’s how it works.
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STEP 2:    Use Diskpart

Using diskpart

Once command line is open, type 'diskpart' and press Enter.

STEP 3:    Type List Disk

Using list disk

The above command will open a Diskpart window. In this window, type 'list

disk' and press Enter. It will list all the available drives.

STEP 4:    Select the Drive to Format

How to Format a Hard Drive Using the Command Pro... https://www.tomshardware.com/news/format-hard-dri...

2 of 8 4/7/24, 17:35



Formatting a drive.

Now type 'select disk (disk number)' as shown above. Specify the drive

number which needs to be formatted.

STEP 5:    Clean the Disk

Using the clean function.

In this step, type 'clean'. This command will permanent delete all �les and

folders, and successfully clean up the disk.

Stay on the Cutting Edge

Join the experts who read Tom's Hardware for the inside track on

enthusiast PC tech news — and have for over 25 years. We'll send

breaking news and in-depth reviews of CPUs, GPUs, AI, maker

hardware and more straight to your inbox.
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STEP 6:    Create Partition Primary

Creating primary partition.

To make the drive again accessible, type 'create partition primary'.

STEP 7:    Format the Drive

Your Email Address

Contact me with news and o�ers from other Future brands

Receive email from us on behalf of our trusted partners or sponsors

SIGN ME UP

By submitting your information you agree to the Terms & Conditions and Privacy

Policy and are aged 16 or over.
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Formatting a drive.

Now format the drive with FAT or NTFS �le system. Type 'format fs=ntfs'

and press Enter.

STEP 8:    Assign a Drive Letter

Assigning a drive letter.

To assign a drive letter, you can type 'assign' as shown below.

MORE: How to Enter the BIOS on Any PC

MORE: Windows How-To Articles
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tcaster6263

would be kind of short for a tutorial don't you think?

REPLY 

polomint

Or use Computer Management -> Disk Management if you want to

remove all partitions on a drive then format it...

REPLY 

shrapnel_indie

21240634 said:

Am I missing something? Couldn't you just bring up a command

prompt and type "format e:" - or some other drive letter?

While I cannot guarantee this article does exactly what it claims it

does (I haven't tried it, let alone heard about this way before) I can

speak for the way format works now days.

Drives come pretty much preformatted now days as to its sectors

and such. Format just basically wipes the �le data/directory/folder

content, not the data elsewhere on the drive. It's possible to

recover the data with a little work, primarily on the "folders."

I would hope that this utility, DiskPart, issuing its "clean" command

actually does more than clear the data partition info.

REPLY 

SHOW MORE COMMENTS 
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